SW Advantage American History Curriculum – Lesson Plan 2
	Topic: Early Explorers Finding America
Subtopic: The Many European Explorers Who Searched for America

Age: Late Elementary/Early Middle School 

Goal: Why were so many countries sending out expeditions? What were they looking for? What was the prize/goal? (spices, gold, fountain of youth, money, land)

	Materials/Resources: 
1. Explorers by Nellie Huang
2. Explore with Ponce de Leon by Cynthia O’Brien
3. Explore with John Cabot by Cynthia O’Brien
4. Blank world map
5. Explorers Crossword


	Lesson: (you can do this in any order throughout the week/weeks)

Week 1: Read Explorers pp. 14-15
              Read Explore with John Cabot
              Mark John Cabot’s travels on world map in a color of your choice, make map ledger
              Read Explore with Ponce de Leon
              Mark Ponce de Leon’s travel course on world map in a color of your choice
              Complete Early Explorers Crossword           

Week 2: Read Explore with Jacques Cartier
              Read Explorers of the New Rold pp. 55-62 (Magellan)
              Lives of the Explorers pp. 35-39 (Magellan)
              Map work- track Cartier and Magellan voyages on map
              Fountain of Youth Advertisement activity (use info about FL and location to make an            
              ad to encourage others to come see the Fountain of Youth)

	Crafts/Activities:
1. Blank World Map
2. Early Explorers crossword (below)
3. Fountain of Youth Ad template options (below)

	Extensions:

 A step further: 
a. Review and watch video clips on European discovery and Spice islands
European Discovery & Conquest of the Spice Islands - World History Encyclopedia
b. Review Malucca islands and do project on the islands or a short story of how you would interact with the island people 
Moluccas | Islands, Definition, Map, & History | Britannica
c. Who was Ferdinand Magellan by S.A. Kramer 
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Early Explorers Part 1

Complete the crossword puzzle below
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Across
1. John Cabot's son
7. the place in stories that De Leon heard about that
had magical powers
9. the name for the north star used in navigation
10. the place that De Leon sailed from
11. a square or triangular sail on the rear mast
12. someone who knows how to havigate and captain
avessel

Created using the Crossword Maker on TheTeachersCorner.net

Down

2. the mainland that is assumed that Cabot found first
3. the period in history when Europeans explored the
world by sea

4. the area that De Leon was governor of and then
lost

5. the land De Leon found when trying to find island of
Taino

6. the religion that Spanish explorers were trying to
spread

8. one of the five tribes on the Florida coast that lived
South




