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April 5–May 4, 1862

The Siege of Yorktown was fought between the United States of America and the
Confederate States of America from April 5 to May 4, 1862, the Siege of Yorktown. The
outcome of the siege was a tactical Union victory. The siege is most well-known for
stalling the Union's Peninsula Campaign for four weeks, enabling the Confederacy to
shore up its defenses of Richmond, Virginia.

Because Major General George B. McClellan’s army held the field after forcing the Rebel defenders to abandon the Warwick Line, the

Siege of Yorktown was tactically a federal victory. Image Source: Library of Congress.
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